Marsden:Creating a better centre

Introduction

The Project

Marsden and Slaithwaite Renaissance Town Team Forums, Kirklees Council
and Yorkshire Forward have commissioned a team to develop proposals for
Improvements to the centre of both villages.

The Team

The team chosen incorporates a mix of skills to deal with the different issues:

Bauman Lyons Architects, Camlin Lonsdale Landscape Architects, JMP Highways
Consultants and Simon Fenton Partnership (Quantity Surveyors)

The Process So Far
Initial Study

The team has been asked to first study the existing situation in the town including
traffic, transport, the physical fabric and landscape.

Study Area

The study area is much wider than what might often be considered as the centre
as it is clear that some of the sources of problems and solutions for the centre of
the town are generated by the areas around it.

Technical Studies

The team have conducted their own surveys of traffic flows, parking, signage,
paving, character, development, ownerships, density of use and historic form.

Initial Consultation

The team have gathered local views on the centre of the town, this has involved
gathering stories from the local community which have then been presented on
leaflets distributed around the town requesting further comments from residents
and visitors.

A further level of understanding of the town and how it works for those who use it
and those who look after it and what improvements could be made was gained by
Inviting a range of people to a ‘spaceshaper’ event.

The team have also spoken to a range of people individually who they think may
be affected by proposals including traders and hauliers.

Initial ldeas

The team have highlighted a number of potential projects for the town based on
local ideas.
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This Consultation

The next three boards, ‘what you have told us...so far’, present the views and ideas gathered from local people so far.
If you think that something needs adding or if you disagree with something then we would like you to tell us so that we
can take that into account before we develop final options.

The following boards describe how the design team thinks that some of the problems can be addressed and ideas
Implemented to provide improvements in the town. Some of the changes are small, others big - we would like your
views on them all.

What Happens Next

After this consultation the team will go on to develop the options and elements of the scheme that seem most important
to deliver real improvement. These will then be presented as costed options to the Town Team Forum, Kirklees Council
and Yorkshire Forward who will then be able to consider taking them forward to reality. Following this exercise the
prefered options will be feedback to the community in September or early October.

How to have your say

Please take your time to look at the presentation and to fill out a questionaire so we can take your views into account.

If you would like longer to look at the information it will be displayed here until the 3rd July 2009 and will be available to
view on the internet at http://marsden-slaithwaitermt.co.uk.

You can also return feedback via the comments box at the library or the Information Point, or by emailing marsden.
slaithwaitermt@Kkirklees.gov.uk. The closing date for responses is the 12th July 2009.
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How It IS Now
What you have told us....so far

These opinions on Marsden were gathered from local people
through interviews, leaflet responses and the Space Shape event.

Please let us know whether you agree with what has already
been said or If you feel something needs to be added:

Christine, Max and Zoe, Residents

MARSDEN STORIES

Hilary, Proprietor of Mix Veg

' -rr.F.

"We like everything about it. The small independent
range of shops, the village feel and knowing everyone.
The parking is becoming an issue though, and with new we go to Mix Veg who provide us with what we need.
housing developments where are all the people who We carry the food up. It's not that difficult, and it's very
want to use the village going fo park, or will they go good exercise. I don’t know what the problem is with
elsewhere? Perhaps the traffic should be one way. The walking if you can.

co-op has to have deliveries though. We cant move the
buildings or widen the pavement.

“Every day twice a day we walk to the top of the moor to
feed our six pigs, six hens and a cockerel. Every evening

“It's a vibrant, welcoming place to live and visit.
There’s always something going on-an event to suit It was great when it snowed. Fun to walk in the road
everybody-and that brings people in. and not being worried about the traffic. It was like the
olden days...”

“"We've been on this spot for 13 years. As food fashions
have changed so have we. People have become more
adventurous, and we’re just as happy if someone only

Before having a baby I shopped in the village for wants to buy one item. We try to support local growers

The daily traffic can be a problem. It can get chaotic

everything, but I can’t get everything I need now. Maybe down at the bottom. Not everybody pays attention to - _ and sell their produce when we can. We're part of the
new business needs to be encouraged. parking. Plenty of people come by bus from Slaithwaite.” Christine, Max and Zoe, Resldents community and we offer a service. If people want to pop
It was beautiful when it snowed. The atmosphere, and In for @ chat of advice, we expect them (o,

everybody talking to one another, like going back 30 The Cuckoo’s Nest

It’s nice in the summer when there are hanging baskets,
and Crumbals puts tables on the pavement. When
Mozzarella’s bake their own bread people queue up
Jayne, Jo and Judy to buy it. Taking the traffic away wouldn’t be helpful I
don’t think...

years. We didn’t want it to end.”

It was brilliant in the snow, a good atmosphere about
the place, definitely more business.”

Hilary, Proprietor of Mix Veqg
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